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DURHAM LANGUAGE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP MEETING 

Minutes of Meeting 

 

DATE: 
 
Tuesday, October 2nd, 2018 
 

LOCATION: 
 
Ajax Welcome Centre – 458 Fairall St #5, Ajax, ON L1S 1R6 

ATTENDEES: 

 
Peter Karulas (TCET-LAC -Chair), Jesette Nepomuceno 
(TCET- LAC, Recorder), Dika Gajic (DDSB), Pam DeWilde 
(Pickering Welcome Centre), Hermia Corbett (Ajax Welcome 
Centre), John Di Vizio (DCDSB) 
 
   
Via conference: Via voice conference: Cathy Condarcuri-Sain 
(DCDSB), Heather Savazzi (CMAS), Marsha Parry Folkes 
(TCET-YSD LAC)  , Satinder Kaur (TCET-HARTS), Kathering 
Caviedes (TCET-HARTS), Shannon Vidal (IRCC), Daniel Lisi 
(MCCSS), Ashley Willcott (MCCSS), Jennifer Forbes (MCCSS) 
and Elise Rimniceanu (MCCSS) 
 

REGRETS: 

 
Alison Sadowski, Christine Fayek, David, Sasseville, Donna 
Thomas, Janet MacDonald, Jim Wilson, Mahmood Mustafa, 
Maria Tonon,  Samantha Burdett, Donna Stinson, Edie Albisser 
(IRCC), Richard Lecours, Joseph Colonna, Sean Bentham 
 
 

 
The pre-meeting discussion was focused on staff shortages and challenges for LINC 

instructors recruitment process. 

 

The following points were discussed:  

 

 Cathy developed a one page Citizenship Language requirements fact sheet  for  clients 

requiring ESL Citizenship Test preparation. There was positive feedback from both 

clients and the Durham Language Community Partnership group. 

 

 The Durham Language Community Partnership group pre-meeting discussion reviewed 

topics to be presented and discussed with the funders. It was also mentioned how timing, 

structure, attendance and invitation to the funders should be laid out in the pre-meeting. 

 

 Dika and Cathy discussed how IELTS and TOEFL should be offered on different 

schedules of the week and the challenge of having  a minimum of 10 students required to 

run each class. 
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Action item/s:  

 Peter will follow up with any feedback from the assessors regarding the Citizenship 

Language requirements fact sheet. 

 A document will be circulated by Jesette to the Durham Language Community 

Partnership group via Google Docs to update and revise the list of attendees for 

future meetings. 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 

 

Meeting called to order and roundtable introductions completed by attendees. Previous 

meeting minutes were reviewed and approved by all present. 

 

FUNDER UPDATES                                                               

Daniel Lisi – MCCSS 

 

 Athra moved to another position at MCCSS but connected Janice Moses and Joseph 

Colonna, ESL, and Language Training projects to the Durham Language Community 

Partnership group.  

 

 Work continues on the Provincial Guidelines and in determining the eligibility criteria for 

live-in caregivers and other applicants. MCCSS will consult with IRCC before finalizing 

these items. 

 

 Daniel Lisi, Senior Program Advisor of MCCSS introduced his team in the Program 

Design Unit, Jennifer Forbes and Elise Rimniceanu. Ashley Willcott introduced herself as 

the new Program Consultant for Durham District and Durham Catholic School Boards. 

 

 The change in provincial government resulted in some business delays and slower 

processing times. It should improve soon. 

 

 2018-2019 estimated deadlines are being reviewed including specialized language 

training. MCCSS will communicate and develop amendments to the school year in early 

November depending on the review and approval process. 

 

 MCCSS sent a memo in reference to the Auditor General’s Report 2017, to review the 

immigration settlement services and language training services of Ontario.  That is 

expected to be undertaken in the next few months including language assessment and 

ESL/SSL. The review is currently in the preliminary stage and there is no particular scope 

in place nor exact timelines.  

 

 The review will gather feedback and information from the partners delivering programs as 

well as recommendations and changes in the program that would be implemented for the 

next school year 2019-2020. MCCSS would like to be able to communicate and make 
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recommendations to the programs in advance prior to the upcoming school year. 

Partners in the school board will have time for adjustments and explore  ways that they 

can best implement them. More information for program review, and how to engage and 

gather feedback will be discussed moving forward.  

 

Shannon Vidal - IRCC 

 There are new IRCC officers, Richard Lecours, Manager - Settlement Network and his 

team Donna Stinson, Sean Bentham and Shannon Vidal. 

 

 Gillian Wan, the new Director of Settlement, started at the end of February 2018.  

 

 The IRCC call for proposals are still in the final stage but might be released approximately 

late December 2018 to January 2019. Information will be passed on as soon as dates are 

confirmed to the Durham Language Community Partnership group. 

 

 IRCC funding is focused on initiatives that address Mental Health and Mental Wellness in 

the workplace and personal life.  

 

 IRCC is looking into targeted age groups such as seniors and children and what issues 

impact their timely settlement and integration in Canada.. Also, how mental health can 

affect the surges, being sensitive towards mental health issues and incorporate 

different ways to provide programs and services that can speak to the challenges they 

face. Information will be circulated as soon as Shannon receives them. 

 

 

CMAS UPDATE                                                                               

       Heather Savazzi - CMAS                   

 

 New online Learning available. 4 Tips for Building Confidence in Newcomer 
Children and The Early Learning Environment both an online tutorial on how to 
incorporate opportunities for mastery, success, and “safety risks” in CNC programs and 
the latter to explore how the early learning environments that we provide for newcomer 
children can either work for, or against us. 

 

 A new webinar called Early Identification, Advocacy and Support for Children with 
Special Needs will be available for SDRs as CNC administrators and What to look for 
in a child-centred program in November to help administrators understand what to look for in 
their CNC program to ensure that newcomer children and parents are receiving the quality care 
and support they need. 

 Multilingual parent resource series for refugee parents was launched on topics like: 
Helping your child cope with stress, Children learn through play, Creating routines for 
your child, Keeping your home language, and more! All About CNC and The 
Importance of Gradual Separation: Parent resources are also available in over 40 
languages 
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 Heather Savazzi (CMAS Team Lead) spoke on the webinar along with Professor J. 
Lawrence Aber from New York University - Young Children in Refugee Families 
and Early Childhood Programs: Ways to Mitigate the Effects of Trauma , available 
to watch on the Migration Policy Institute (MPI) website. 

 

 CMAS does not currently have a parent resource on car seat safety, but it is an 
identified need/topic that has been suggested by many SPOs. If you have any other 
ideas for resources that would be helpful, please let us know. If there is a need and 
funding available, we might be able to develop more multilingual resources for parents. 

 

 Contact officeadmin@cmascanada.ca to schedule a workshop for your team. 
 

 

LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT SERVICES REPORT                         

     

Peter Karulas – TCET 

 

An updated Language Assessment Services Report was sent by email to attendees prior to 

the meeting. The statistics and trends were presented. The additional following points were 

discussed for the period of April to August 2018. 

 Updates on programs, classes and schedules can be sent directly by email to Jesette 

Jnepomuceno@tcet.com  

 

 The total number of assessments were 493, an increase of 94 assessments compared to 

the same period in 2017. The waitlist decreased from 61 to 48 as of September 25th.  

 

 The Top 10 Languages are evenly distributed, similarly to the same period last year. The 

expected wait time for assessments as of September is a 1-2 week wait period and being 

monitored to address demands. 

 

Action Item/s: 

 Peter will connect with Renata to find out the Saturday demands for assessments, 

the volume might give an opportunity for the group to offer the class on the 

weekends. 

  
 
OTHER UPDATES, NEWS OR BUSINESS 
 
 

Hermia Corbette - AJAX WELCOME CENTRE 
 

 Both Ajax and Pickering Welcome Centres participated in the Annual Community 
Volunteer Income Tax Program (CVITP) and for the first time was invited by CRA to 
extend from April – July 2018.  

 

mailto:officeadmin@cmascanada.ca
mailto:Jnepomuceno@tcet.com
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 Ajax Welcome Centre in partnership with Durham Mental Health Services will 
celebrate World Mental Health Day on October 10th and will host a Health and 
Wellness Group to learn about stress management and wellness activities while 
improving English-speaking skills on October 24th. 

 

 Both Hermia and Pam are on Ajax-Pickering Early Development Index (EDI) Coalition 
the participation helps parents to build positive relationships in their community which, 
in turn, builds upon their ability to promote healthy growth and development for their 
children. The Be You, You Belong campaign is designed to help inform parents of the 
many resources, programs and supports offered within their own community. October 
20th will be celebrating the second annual event called Healthy Me Healthy Us at 
Pickering Public Library that showcase a line-up of organization that offers a range of 
support and resources. 
 

 Discover your AccessAbility Compass learning and networking event will be held 
on Saturday, October 13th at Sinclair Secondary School for people of all abilities in 
Durham Region. The event shares information shows how to navigate, engage and 
access community services available in Durham Region.  

 

                                                          Pam Dewilde – PICKERING WELCOME CENTRE 
 

 Taking Care of Ourselves in a New Country will be held at the Pickering Welcome 
Centre on October 17th at 11:30am-12pm, a family event that shares tips and 
information about feeling well and staying healthy when adjusting to a new country.  

   

 Canadian Mental Health Association is offering free Mental Health First Aid 
Training in French at Pickering Welcome Centre. 

 

 Path to Newcomers Success Program received funding from MCCSS and is 
running another program to be held at Pickering Welcome Centre and Durham Region 
Unemployed Help Centre for newcomers including refugees, refugee claimants, and 
permanent residents who are unemployed and eligible to work in Canada.  PNS will 
help participants prepare for the workplace and find employment through language 
and pre-employment training.   

 

 Newcomer Volunteer Fair will be held at Oshawa Public Library, McLaughlin Branch 
on October 17, 12:00-6:00 pm. It will provide insights into Canadian workplace 
culture, and benefits when job searching and settling in a new community.  

                                                                                            
Dika Gajic- DDSB 

 
 DDSB is  currently offering 10 morning classes in Oshawa (Mon.-Fri. from 8;30 to 11:30 

AM); 10 afternoon classes in Oshawa (Mon. to Fri. from 12:00 Noon to 3:00 PM); 4 
evening classes in Oshawa (Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 9:30 PM); 7 
morning classes in Pickering (Mon.-Fri. from 8;30 to 11:30 AM); 5 afternoon classes in 
Pickering  (Mon. to Fri. from 12:00 Noon to 3:00 PM); 3 evening classes in Pickering 
(Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 9:30 PM); one LTA class in Pickering 
(Mon. to Fri. from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM); 1 ELT class in Pickering (Mon. to Fri. from 8:30 
AM to 3:00 PM); and one evening class in Port Perry ( Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
6:30 PM to 9:30 PM).  
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 DDSB currently has a total of 648 learners in the program. 
 

 CNC Oshawa has increased capacity from 32 to 42 children with the opening of an 
additional room in September. 

 

 PBLA implementation is now completed.  
  

Cathy Condarcuri-Sain - DCDSB 
 

 John DiVizio, new Principal for LINC/ESL for Continuing Education at DCDSB, was 
introduced 
 

 Summer school classes July- August were well received and successful with 20-25 
students in class - Mondays to Thursdays, 9am-1pm and 1:30-3pm, 102 students and 
total of 327 registered. This year the classes got larger, and thus extra classes were 
added to meet the needs.  
 

 Fall classes started September 10th and registration went very well. Daycare at the 
Ajax Welcome Centre ran through IRCC funding. 15 spots in both the morning and 
afternoon filled up quickly within the first 2 hours similarly to the Whitby location 
onsite. There is an on-going waitlist for both locations. Statistics show most students 
are women and many of them have 1-2 children that are preschool age or toddlers 
that comes to school that requires help.  
 

 Fall LINC and ESL day classes have 491 students but some are registered more than 
one classes, with a total of 758 students currently registered.  
 

 Evening classes began and another class was added due to high demand. 3 classes 
running on Monday and Wednesday night at the Ajax Welcome Centre and a 
Citizenship Prep class continuously running from Tuesdays to Thursdays for a 4 week 
session, 9 classes in total. Citizenship classes are full with a waiting list.  
 

 Lunch and Learn runs once a week between 11:30 am-12pm on Whitby for 
Newcomer parents and other ESL/LINC clients willing to participate. All topics 
vary and it’s very well received. The Fall session starts in October. Also, Durham 
Mental Health partners with DCDSB will offer a similar program once a week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Meetings 

 
The next meeting will be held at the Pickering Welcome Centre: 
 
Thursday, January 24th, 2019  at 1:00 PM                Chair: Dika Gajic 


